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BIG PLANS FOR CAMPUS 


Conagra hires firm whose transformative vision includes housing, offices and access to lake 


By CINDY GONZALEZ 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


A new two-block-long plaza lined with 
new housing, restaurants, offices and green 
space is the centerpiece of a proposed $500 
million redevelopment that would dramati- 
cally change the Conagra Brands downtown 
Omaha campus. 

Conagra announced today that it selected 
Hines, a Houston-based global real estate 
firm, to lead the reboot of its sprawling riv- 
erfront home that lost its corporate flag last 
year to Chicago. 

Envisioned as a 10-year project that 
breaks ground in 2019, the initiative would 


BREAKING DOWN THE PROPOSAL 


In the rendering above, proposed new structures 
are shown in white and existing Conagra buildings 
are in light brown. Real estate company Hines plans 
to extend Harney Street east, past 10th Street, and 
construct the new buildings in phases over seven 
to 10 years. An existing Conagra building would be 
torn down to make way for the street extension. 
Phase | includes (1) a 250,000- square-foot office 
building; (2) 50,000 square feet of retail with 280 
apartments and a parking structure; and (3) a 
lakeside plaza with retail and restaurant space. 
Later phases include (4) a boutique hotel with 
175-200 rooms; (5) 300 apartments; (6) 70-100 
condos; (7) 200-250 residential units; and (8) 
250,000 square feet of office space with parking. 


build nine new structures containing rough- 
ly 500,000 square feet of office space, more 
than 80,000 square feet of retail space, a bou- 
tique hotel with up to 200 rooms and about 
900 new residences. 

Tom D’Arcy, Hines’ senior managing di- 
rector, told The World-Herald that the de- 
sign has been in the making for about six 
months. It activates unoccupied space and 
aims to better connect the Old Market and 
downtown’s 10th Street with the Heartland 
of America Park and lake. 

“It’s really an invitation to the public to 
say: ‘Come down to the lake, this is how you 
get there, ” D’Arcy said. 


See Conagra: Page 4 


Nebraska Dems 
resist litmus test 
on abortion 


By RosEANN MORING 
FIRST IN THE WORLD-HERALD 


As Nebraska Democrats prepare 
for the midterm elections, they’re 
hoping to avoid another incident 
like the national debate over abor- 
tion that sprang from this year’s 
Omaha mayoral campaign. 

Democrats for decades have de- 
bated whether they should require 
their candidates to support abor- 
tion rights. But the debate reignit- 
ed in April when U.S. Sen. Bernie 
Sanders campaigned with mayoral 
candidate Heath Mello as part of a 
Democratic National Committee 
tour. On the day of the rally and af- 
ter, Sanders was criticized for sup- 
porting Mello who, as a legislator, 
had supported bills that increased 
restrictions on abortion. 

Mello’s supporters believe the 
abortion debate contributed to 
Mello losing the election. 

Since then, some abortion-rights 


See Abortion: Page 2 


> CHI Health Clinic 


CHI, merger partner see stronger future 


By JULIE ANDERSON AND Brap Davis 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS 


Amid the uncertainty these days in health 
care, one thing seems certain: change. 

Such change is coming to Nebraska and Iowa 
with the merger of two of the nation’s largest 
health care systems, one of which operates 
Omaha-based CHI Health. 

But the change — which is expected to create 
the largest nonprofit health system in the Unit- 
ed States — isn’t expected to immediately affect 


the day-to-day health care of people in the Mid- 
lands who rely on CHI facilities from Kearney, 
Nebraska, to Corning, Iowa. Nor will it affect 
CHI Health’s tie with Creighton University, in- 
cluding its new teaching facility at CHI Health’s 
Bergan Mercy location. 

Even the names of local CHI Health facili- 
ties will stay the same when its parent, Catho- 
lic Health Initiatives of Denver combines with 
San Francisco-based Dignity Health, a merger 


See CHI: Page 2 
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FBI Director 
Wray counters 
Trumps jabs 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Coun- 
tering attacks on his agency from 
the president who appointed him, 
FBI Director Christopher Wray 
on Thursday defended the tens 
of thousands of people who work 
with him and declared, “There is 
no finer institution.” 

Wray, who has led the agency 
just four months, fended off po- 
litically charged questions from 
lawmakers of both parties during 
an oversight hearing that was 
overtaken by questions about Hil- 
lary Clinton’s emails and President 
Donald Trump’s campaign. 

Citing pending investigations, 
Wray repeatedly declined to an- 
swer questions about either, while 
also refusing to give an opinion on 
whether Trump could be accused 
of obstructing justice. 

But he did not hesitate to defend 
the law enforcement agency after 
a weekend of Twitter attacks by 
Trump, who called the FBI a biased 


See FBI: Page 2 


NU volleyball closes in on final four 
Coach says Huskers remind him of 2008 team. Sports 
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